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with mirages, deceiving our ears with sounds—that I sometimes
wondered if we had not both gone crazy.
At the end of another hour the water sky vanished and gave
way to cloud. We had been in the air nearly fourteen hours and
had flown over one thousand miles of continuous mountains.
Visibility was getting poor. We determined to land and take an
observation, for we had no petrol to spare.
The snow on the high plateau was granular and packed so hard
that the skis of the plane made little impression. Let me interpolate
here, each time we landed it was easily possible to pick out smooth
surfaces free from sastrugi. During the blizzard we experienced at
Lat. 79° 58' S., Long. 114° 15' W., which I will tell about later, the
wind was from the east to the south-east, and the snow was of a
hard, fine-grained texture. Throughout the whole period of flight
over the continent the drift in relation to our course was never
more than five degrees and constantly toward the same direction.
In fact, during the whole middle section of the flight, from the
time of reaching the whole pkteau until we started on the down-
grade to the Ross Barrier, we did not have anything but easterly
and south-easterly winds. Only twice did it blow from the north,
and then only for short intervals. It never did blow from the west.
On the down-grade and after reaching the barrier itself, the winds
were from the south.
Before I leave this first leg of the flight, let me note that I was
able, when over the mountain area, to make many photographs,
but once over the plateau there was little to be shown by photo-
graphs. Science demands proof, but does not the evidence of these
lofty mountain ranges and high plateaux discovered on the flight
carry the thought that they are but units in a great mountain
system that traverses Antarctica? Does it not suggest that the
highlands of Graham Land, which must be regarded as a continua-
tion of the South American Andes, link up with the mountains
of Victoria Land on the Ross Sea, and that the Queen Maud Range
itself is but a connecting-link in this great chain, forming the back-
bone of Antarctica? Further, does it not seem to imply that a sea-
level channel between the Weddell Sea and the Ross Sea does not
exist?
The surface elevation at our first landing place—Camp I, as I

